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10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 27 December 2005 is/are: a)D accepted or b® objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file, received 12/27/2005. 

Drawings 

Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Page 3, 
Paragraph 21 contains a spelling error in the fifth line of the paragraph, last word, 
"fame" should be corrected so that it is spelled "frame". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in 
the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession 
of the claimed invention. The limitations of semi-ring part, crook-part, and connection 
part are not described in the specification. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 1>.S:G. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The phrase "nose back" is indefinite. Also, "groove part" 
appears to be defined twice in the claim so it is indefinite as it is unknown whether the 
second instance of the limitation is meant to be different from the first instance it is 
used. Also, the term "etc." is used twice in the claim, which makes it indefinite. Finally, 
Regarding claim 1 , the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. 
See MPEP§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The claim does not give a definite structure of the settling unit. 
Also, it is indefinite as to what applicant is indicating to claim as part of the settling unit: 
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the subcombination of the settling unit of the combination of the settling unit and the 
mask. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual Thquirfes set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Goyena 

(US 1 ,914,418) in view of Koehler (US 2,251 ,1 39) and Zucker (US 2004/01 16019). 

Goyena discloses a support frame (A) that is installed between an end of a nose, 

including an intermediate portion of an upper lip (Figure 1), wherein both sides are bent 

about a center for thereby covering nose holes and both ends of the same are bent in 

one direction and are closely contacted with the back of the nose, the support frame has 

a wing part (16) (Seen in Figure 2); a filter part (18) that is combined with the support 

frame (A) and has a receiving pocket (28) with fine holes. The receiving pocket (28) 
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with fine holes is capable of storing certain health assistant material such as silver fiber, 
tourmaline particle, etc. are intended use recitations. It has been held that a recitation 
with respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed 
does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus satisfying the 
claimed structural limitations. Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 1647 (1987). The 
receiving pocket (28) with fine holes is fully capable of performing sthe mentioned 
intended use recitations. 

Goyena does not disclose the filter part (18) as being formed of nano fiber 
material to purify air inhaled through the nose. 

However, Zucker teaches that the use of nano-fiber fabrics for filtration media 
(Summary of the Invention, [0003] and [0006]) significantly improves the overall barrier 
performance of compound industrial fabrics (Background of the Invention, [0005], lines 
1-5). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious, to one having ordinary skill in the art, to 
modify the gauze material of the filter of Goyena with the nano-fiber material as taught 
by Zucker, as such a modification would significantly improve the overall barrier or filter 
performance. 

Goyena and Zucker do not disclose a mask having a settling unit that includes a 
semi-ring part that is downwardly bent in an oval shape from both ends of the semi-ring 
part and contracts with a lower side of the nose and is extended thereby a connection 
part that is extended from .both ends of the crook part and is extended from both ends of 
the crook part and is extended horizontally in the direction of the semi-ring part and is 
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connected to a groove part formed in a rectangular shape at both ends of the 
connection part, so that the combined body of the support frame and the filter part is 
installed firmly in the nose. 

However, Koehler teaches a settling unit (Figure 4) that includes a semi-ring part 
(12) that is inserted into the nose holes about the wall between the nose holes 
(Description, Right Column, Lines 24-32), a crook part that is downwardly bent in an 
oval shape (13) from both ends of the semi-ring part and contacts with a lower side of 
the nose and is engaged thereby a connection part (17) that is extended from both ends 
of the crook part and is extended horizontally in the direction of the semi-ring part 
(Figure 3) and is connected to a groove part (grooves can be seen next to connection 
part (17) in Figure 4) that is rectangular in shape at both ends, and a nasal filter formed 
of coiled wire made of stainless steel or silver, which both possess magnetic 
characteristics (Description, Right Column, Lines 10-15). Therefore, the coils of Koehler 
are fully capable of being a magnet attached to the groove part for fixing the support 
frame (A), as the dictionary defines the term to mean "something that attracts," 
(www.m-w.com). It is well known in the art that stainless steel and silver have magnetic 
properties, see http://www.azom.com/details.asp?ArticlelD=1 140 for such evidence. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious, to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention, to modify the nasal filter of Goyena to include the settling unit as 
taught by Koehler in order to provide a means for holding the support frame and filter 
part in place while it is being used by a person. 
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As to claim 2, Goyena as modified by Zucker and Koehler do not teach an 
assistant receptacle with fine holes on the surface, or tourmaline source stones, or 
tourmaline ceramic balls that is inserted into or attached to the crook part (1 3 - Koehler) 
of the settling unit (Figure 4 - Koehler). 

However, Park teaches a receptacle (22) with fine holes on. the surface (24) 
(Figure 3) and a tourmaline-based mineral as the material to be placed inside of the 
receptacle (22). A stone is a type of mineral so Park teaches the limitation of a 
tourmaline source stone. Park teaches that the mineral is used to make the human 
body alkaline and to promote blood circulation, thereby activating cellular functions and 
metabolism of the body ((Page 2, Para [0025]). In addition, the receptacle (22) taught 
by Park is fully capable of being attached to the crook part (13) of Koehler, particularly 
by means of hooking loops (1 1 ) of Park (Figure 2) onto the crook part (1 3). 

Therefore, it would have obvious, to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention, to modify the combined device of Goyena as modified by Zucker and 
Koehler to include the receptacle with fine holes on its surface and tourmaline source 
stones as taught by Park, as such a modification would result in enhanced human body 
cellular functions and metabolism. 

As to claim 3, the device of Goyena, Zucker, and Koehler disclose the wing part 
(16) of the support frame (A) is designed in such a manner that the wing part (16) of 
both sides of the same is folded and has a hinge function (10) (Figures 1-5) for thereby 
enhancing a pressure adjusting function, as shown by the device of Goyena. 
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As to claim 4, Goyena as modified by Koehler teach that the settling unit (Figure 
4 - Koehler) is separated from the filter body, as it would need to be, since the settling 
unit is detached from the filter body before it is attached to the filter body in order for it to 
serve its purpose of supporting the filter body in place in a person's nose. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jasveer Singh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5508. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9am - 6pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patricia Bianco can be reached on (571 ) 272-4940. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 




